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Social Risks of Unemployment
"A Field Study of a Sample of Youth in Slums"

Abstract

The problem of youth unemployment in slums acquires a clear importance
related to the social risks that may result from this dire societal situation, in which
the problem of unemployment is combined with the deteriorating living
conditions in which the youth of slums live .

Thus, the objective of this study is determined to monitor the social risks
of youth unemployment in slum areas, and how to manage these risks.

In building its conceptual framework, the study relied on the entrance to
the risk community through what Urick Beck proposed from theoretical ideas in
this context, as well as the entrance to social exclusion to understand the
mechanisms of marginalization and exclusion in slums .

The current study is based on the descriptive approach using a
questionnaire as a tool for collecting field information, which was applied to a
number of (180) unemployed youth in the area of Ishch Al-Bakri and Ezbet Al-
Margoshi in Shubra Al-Khaimah, Qalyubia Governorate, which are two of the
slum areas.

The study concluded with a set of results, the most important of which are:
the high rate of the unemployed in these areas as a result of the lack of job
opportunities, the difficulty of obtaining a job opportunity in other places due to
the lack of vocational rehabilitation for these young people according to the needs
of the labor market, and also the suffering of these unemployed youth for a
number of the risks, such as psychological risks such as feelings of frustration,
despair and isolation, and social risks such as reluctance to marry, the high rate
of spinsterhood and the fragmentation of kinship relations, in addition to political
and security risks, such as weak national affiliation, resorting to violence and ease
of adopting extremist ideas. VVocational rehabilitation of youth, encouraging the
establishment of small industries and granting soft loans to young people, all
represent tools to confront the social risks arising from unemployment of slum
youth.

At the end of the study, a number of recommendations were put forward,
most notably the need to direct businessmen and civil society institutions to the
government’s participation in the development of these slums, and the need to
form units within the Slum Development Fund whose task is to manage the risks
that can result from youth unemployment in these slums.

Keywords : Social Risks - Unemployment - Slums - Risk Community - Youth
- Social Exclusion.



